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Abstract
  The family’s typology was varying over time. Has been increased 
the proportion of children living in families with a single parent, in families 
with unmarried parents, or in families where at least one of parents is not 
the biological parent. The conditions of living, of education, the health and 
the wealth of children depends on high extend of the economical and social 
environment, in which they was born, in which they live, and what the family 
and society offer them. 
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  In 2009, in Romania were around 7,4 millions households, from which 
the households not having  dependent children represented over a half (56.8%). 
The weight of the households not having  dependent children was bigger in 
rural area (with 5 percentage points, compared with the weight recorded in 
urban area). This category of households included 21.5% households with a 
single person, 23,3% households with two adults without children and 12% 
other kind of households without children. 
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The households’ distribution by type of household, in 2009
Table 1
  -percentage-
Total 100,0
Type of household
Households without dependent children – total: 56.8
1 single person, from which: 21.5
     - male  7.3
     - female 14.2
     - less the 65 years old   9.1
     - 65 years old and over 12.4
2 adults without dependent children 23.3
     - at least one adult  65 years old and more 11.3
     -  both adults younger than 65 years old 12.0
other type of households without dependent children 12
Households with  dependent children – total: 43.2
Single parent (with at least one dependent child)   2.6
2 adults with 1 dependent child 12.6
2 adults with 2 dependent children  9.4
2 adults with 3 or more dependent children   3.1
other type of households with dependent children  15.5
    Source:NIS,Quality of life survey  (ACAV)
  If at national level existed a relative closeness between the number of 
households with adults without dependent children from which at least one 
adult has 65 years old and more and  the number of households where both 
adults are younger than 65 years old, on area of residence the situation was 
completely different. In urban area the households with 2 adults (both younger 
than 65 years old) without children prevail, in rural area the households with 
2 adults, both having at least 65 years old and more prevail (60.1% of total 
households from rural area, compared with  38.8% from urban area).
  Between the households of single persons, the number of single 
women represented almost double than the number of men who live alone. 
  Between the households with dependent children, the most numerous 
ones were the households with 3 or more adults with at least one child (15.5% 
from the total households), the households with 2 adults with one dependent child 
and those with 2 dependent children (each of them represented around 10%). 
The single parent households and those with 2 adults with 3 and more children   
represented each of them around 3% from the total number of households.
 Incomes
  Population made monetary and in kind income. Monetary incomes are 
composed from activity income (salary income and income from agricultural 
and non-agricultural independent activities), property income, social transfer’s 
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income (pensions, other social provisions) and other incomes (transfers from 
other households, for example). In kind income contain equivalent value of 
human consumption of agro-food and non-food products coming from own 
resources of the household (from production, stocks, work, gift etc.) and 
equivalent value of income in kind obtained by employees and beneﬁ  ciaries 
of social provisions. The main statistical source that permits the income 
determination is the Household Budget Survey.
  In 2009, total income in nominal terms amounted to 2316.0 lei 
monthly per household. Main source of total income formation was money 
income 83.7%.
 Inﬂ  uence which household size and especially number of supported 
persons had over income per person is pointed out by analysis of household 
average income grouped by number of persons in the household and average 
income of households grouped by number of children.
  Average income per person in the households with supported children 
less than 18 years were by 21.4% lower than those registered in the childless 
households.
  Income per person in one child households represented 91.8% of 
childless household’s income, while those of two children households 71.5%. 
As number of children in the household’s increases, gap against childless 
households gets deeper. Thus, income of households with three or four and 
more children mean for household with an average income equal to 47.8%, 
respectively 32.3% of childless household income.
Total household income,
by number of children aged under 18,
in 2009
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  The gap analyze between the average income per person obtained by 
the households with children comparing with those that don’t have children to 
support, reveal the impact of stat social transfers income.
The proportion of monetary income per person of the households with 
children  comparing with households without children in 2009 
Table 2
-percents-
2009
Households without children 100,0
Households with children (total) 80.1
Households with  1 child 97.6
Households with 2  children 65.4
Households with 3 children  37.2
Households with 4 and more children  23.7
  Source: INS, Household Budget Survey (HBS)
  Determined by decrease for household income of taxes on income 
and social insurance contributions, as well as some expenditure related to 
household production (money and in kind), net income represent that part of 
income which remains at the disposal of households to cover consumption 
expenditure and for saving. 
  Relatively high level of taxes and contributions paid by households, 
especially those of salary income, as well as expenditure of households for 
production in own household, determine big differences between total income 
and available (net) ones. 
  At level of all households, in 2009, average net income per 
household were 1819.8 lei monthly, average ones per person 626.5 lei, and 
their weight in total income 78.6%. 
  After the payment of taxes, economical situation of the households 
with children remain the same. Comparing with the national average, 
households with one child overlapped, in 2009, with 5 percents points. The 
worst situation is of the households with 3 children and more, whose incomes 
are situated at the half of the total household’s average.
  Regarding the comparison between the households incomes 
with and without children, as it results from the below table, income of the 
households with children represents around 74% from the households without 
children households.
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The proportion of disposible income per person of the households with 
children comparing with households without children in 2009 
Table 3
-percents-
2009
Households without children 100,0
Households with children (total) 73.8
Households with  1 child 87.0
Households with 2  children 62.6
Households with 3 children  42.3
Households with 4 and more children  30.5
  Source: INS, Household Budget Survey (HBS)
 Poverty  rate
  For the whole country, in 2009, relative poverty registered a rate of 
17.6%, with a threshold level of 513 lei.
  In the situation were households with children have a low income 
comparing with the national average, number of poor in these households is 
enough big, that imply serious problems for the social protection policies. 
Poverty analyzes of households with children and also of children represents 
an essential aspect for the economical situation evaluation of the households 
with children.
  The size and the structure of households are characteristics direct 
linked with poverty risk, in the sense of increase or decrease it. Thus, poverty 
was an attribute more frequent for the persons living in the households with 
children (20.9% in 2009), as comparing with those living in households 
without children (12.3%).
  In the households with children the worst situation had the persons 
from numerous households (formed from 2 adults and 3 or more children), 
of which 48.7% are in poverty risk and also, the persons from single parent 
households (1 adult with at least one child), for which was registered in 2009 
a poverty rate of 25.7%
  The distribution of poverty rates by the persons age indicate the fact 
that were strongly affected by poverty, the children ( 25.6%) and, also, in a 
certain measure the young people aged under 25 years old (21.6%).
  The children poverty risk is very high for the children aged 0-15 years 
old. Even if the total poverty rate is reduced, the poverty incidence for children 
increases. Thus, in 2009, one of ﬁ  ve children is supported by households of 
which disposable incomes are below the poverty threshold and around one of 
three leave in households with disposable income, without self consumption 
included, are less than the threshold.
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Poverty incidence sărăciei for children, in 2009
Table 4
Incomes  incl. 
self consumption
Incomes  excl. 
self consumption
Poverty rate %: 
Total  17.53 21.68
Children  0 – 15 years 25.56 31.01
  Source: INS, Household Budget Survey (HBS)
  Another important aspect is the social transfers inﬂ   uence on the 
poverty incidence at children. High rates obtained in the case of children or 
households with supported children underline once again the importance of 
the applicability of correct social protection policies. 
  Without social transfers in 2009, children poverty rate it has been of 
43.7% (if consider all the social transfers including pensions) and of 35.4% (if 
consider only the other social transfers excluding pensions). This implies that 
the existence of social transfers reduced the children poverty at 25.6%. 
 Consumption
  The household’s expenditures are determined by the income level 
and sources structure. Those are marked by the relatively low level of the 
monetary resources, with implications on the household’s capacity of assuring 
the consumption and to save, as of the high proportion of domestic saving.
  Total average expenditure of households in 2009, amounted to 
2047.3 lei monthly per household and 704.8 lei per person. Those are strongly 
inﬂ  uenced by the number of the supported children aged less than 18 years. 
Thus, a household with only one child spend 2.8 times more than a household 
with 4 children and more.
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Total expenditures by destination, by the number of children 
under 18 years, in 2009
Table 5
Total 
expenditure
- lei monthly
per
person -
Of which, (%) for:
Total 
consumption 
expenditure
Of which, for:
Monetary 
consumption 
expenditure
Self 
consumption
Total households 704,8 71,7 62,3 9,4
Without children 
under 18 years
759,8 72,2 62,6 9,6
With children under
18 years
619,2 70,9 61,6 9,3
   -1 child 749,6 70,6 63,1 7,5
   -2 children 570,2 70,3 59,9 10,4
   -3 children 387,8 73,2 56,7 16,5
   -4 children and 
more
263,1 79,4 59,2 20,2
  Source: INS, Household Budget Survey (HBS)
  In the case of households with a high number of children must be 
remarked the higher proportion of the self consumption compared with the 
households with less children (for example, 20.2% in households with 4 and 
more children as compared with 7.4% in households with 1 child).
  The highest part of the household’s expenditure is allocated for 
consumption. The size and the structure of the household’s consumption 
expenditure are direct related with the income level. But, exist also, other 
factors that differentiate the level and structure of consumption expenditure, 
factors of which effects are cumulated at the household level depending on 
different characteristics. 
  The consumption of all households categories was in 2009, 1468.6 
lei. The consumption expenditure proportion in total expenditure represented 
over 70% also for households without children (72.2%) and for those with 
children (70.9%), increasing with the number of children, arriving at almost 
80% (79.4%) for households with 4 children and more. 
  In households with two children, the size of the consumption 
expenditure per person was situated at three fourth of the households without 
children expenditure. At households with 3 children, the level of consumption 
expenditure was half and for households with 4 children and more, those were 
reduced fewer than 40%.
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Structure of total consumption expenditure,  by 
number of children aged under 18, in 2009
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  The number of supported children aged less than 18 years represent an 
important factor for the differentiation of the consumption expenditure level per 
person. In a household with 4 children and more the consumption expenditure, 
average per person, were, in 2009, 2.6 times lower than in a household without 
children and represented less than a half (41.3%) of the total average. 
  For the whole households, the daily average consumption per person 
was 2487 calories and 83.1 gr. protides (2484 calories and 82.8 gr. protides in 
2008).
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Daily average consumption of calories per person, by 
number of children aged under 18, in 2009 
  There are signiﬁ  cant differences between households with children 
aged less than 18 years and those without children. Besides, the category of 
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households with the highest level of average daily food consumption per 
person (2023 calories and 68.2 gr. protides) is composed by the households 
with 4 children and more. Also is important to remark the fact that the animal 
products energy content is reducing in the same time with the increase of the 
number of children.
 Employment 
  Number of employed women with young children was, in 2009, of 
223 thousands in case of those with the youngest child aged 0-2 years old 
(including women in parental leave, i.e. till the child reaches age of 2 years 
old) and of almost 400 thousands in case of those with the youngest child 
aged 3-6 years old. Most large share of employed women has 1 child (64.7%), 
respectively 2 children (29.9%). 
  Irrespective of urban/rural area and gender, the share of persons 
employed aged 15-59 years without children is higher than the one of those 
having children. 
Structure of population employed aged 15-59 years from urban and 
rural areas by having/not having children and by gender, in 2009
Table 6
Total Women Men
URBAN,  thou persons 4,938.7 2,311.5 2,627.1
   - without children (0-14 years) 64.8 65.4 64.3
   - with at least 1 child aged 0-14 years 35.2 34.6 35.7
  
RURAL, thou persons 3,537.9 1,458.9 2,079.0
   - without children (0-14 years) 62.5 61.0 63.5
   - with at least 1 child aged 0-14 years 37.5 39.0 36.5
  Source: Household Labour Force Survey (AMIGO)
  The overwhelming majority of persons employed aged 15-59 years 
having at least one child aged 0-14 years belongs to married in case of both 
women and men cases. 
  In 2009 the number of divorced employed mothers was in urban area 
by 10 times higher as compared to divorced men (and only by 1.7 times in 
rural area). Another signiﬁ  cant ratio women / men is met in case of unmarried 
(single) employed persons having at least one child; the number of mothers 
was, in 2009, by 8 times higher in urban area and by 5.3 times in rural area. 
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Men exceeds number of women among persons with concubine as marital 
status irrespective of the urban/rural area. Same relation stands for the married 
employed persons.
  Generally employment among men is higher as compared to women 
irrespective of urban/rural area. Again generally employment rate is higher for 
parents as compared to people without children to support. The relation stands 
for majority of categories deﬁ  ned according to marital status excepting the 
case of concubines (where the employment rates of persons without children 
exceed the employment rates of those having children).
  Data show that the proportion of employed persons is higher among 
married and divorced women as compared to unmarried ones and of those 
having the youngest child aged 3-6 years as compared to women with younger 
children, i.e. aged 0-2 years.
Employment rate of persons aged 15-59 years, by gender and by having/
not having at least one child aged 0-14 years to support, in 2009 
Table 7
       - percentage  -
Women Men
TOTAL 54.1 67.1
Of which:
   - without children (0-14 years) 49.3 59.8
   - with at least 1 child aged 0-14 years 65.3 85.8
Of which:
   - youngest child aged 0-2 years 56.8 85.3
   - youngest child aged 3-6 years 63.2 85.6
Persons having children:
   1 child (0-14 years) 68.4 86.1
   2 children (0-14 years) 64.2 87.4
   3 children (0-14 years) 46.7 77.8
   4 and more children (0-14 years) 42.5 76.8
Source: Household Labour Force Survey (AMIGO)
 
  Lower employment rates registered in case of persons without children 
as well as in case of unmarried women are due to higher frequency within 
these categories of the very young persons still attending education.
  For women having children the employment rate is lower in case of 
those having to support more children than in case of women having to support 
only one child. As greater the numbers of children that have to be supported 
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as lower the employment rate; for example, in 2009, the employment rate of 
women having one child was of 65.4% while of those having at least 4 children 
was of 42.5%. Same characteristics are met for the male population. For same 
year  the employment rate of fathers with one child was of 86.1% diminishing 
by the growing of the number of children that have to be supported till 76.8% 
in case of those with 4 children and over.
  Almost three quarters (73.2%; 94.8% in urban area and 42.8% in rural 
area) of employed women having children has worked as employees, 9.8% as 
self-employed and 16.2% as contributing family workers.
  As general rule, as greater the number of children that have to be 
supported as lower the proportion of persons working as employees from 
79.4% for mothers with 1 child to 22.8% with at least 4 children while the 
share of persons working as contributing family worker grew from 12.1% for 
women with 1 child to 57.1% in case of women with 4 children and over
  Housing
  The ownership of the main dwelling is a situation which characterizes 
the majority of the households in Romania (96.5% from the total households).   
A share of 2.1% households occupies a rented dwelling and 1.3% households 
have a dwelling free of charge. 
The structure of households by the ownership of the dwelling,
by type of households, in 2009
Table 8
-percentage-
Ownership of the dwelling
private rented free of charge
Total households  96.5 2.1 1.3
Type of household
Households without dependent children 97.8 1.5 0.6
Households with dependent children,
from which:
94.8 2.9 2.3
- single parent with children 93.7 3.4 2.9
- 2 adults with one child 92.4 5.3 2.2
- 2 adults with 2 children 96.0 1.7 2.3
- 2 adults with 3 or more children 94.1 2.0 3.9
- other type of households with children 96.2 1.9 1.8
      Source:NIS,Quality of life survey  (ACAV)
  The ownership of the dwelling can inﬂ  uence the housing conditions 
of a family. In a rented dwelling, the tenants may not want or may not have 
the permission to make improvements or repairs, they can’t have the ﬁ  nancial 
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resources to afford an adequate heating or enough space for each household 
member. They can be in the danger to be in situation to leave the dwelling, 
with other words, a dwelling which is rented can generate a precarious living 
standard. 
  Aldo the private ownership of dwelling is very frequent between the 
households with children; we can observe high weights for the households 
with children, comparing with those without children for the rented dwellings 
of free of charge. In 2009, 2.9% from households with children were living 
in rented dwellings and 2.3% of households were living in dwellings free of 
charge. From these, the households with 2 adults and one child stand out, from 
which around one tent didn’t own the dwelling. This can be explained by the 
fact that, probably they are young couples, which didn’t leave with extended 
family and they just start the live together. In contrast with these, between the 
households with 3 adults with children, so extended families, we can see the 
highest frequency of households which own the main dwelling: 96.2%.  
  More than half of households (58.1%) live in individual separate 
dwelling, the rest of households live in buildings with more dwellings, 
especially in block houses with 10 dwellings and more (36.8%). 
  Between households with children, 2 adults with one child is the 
category of households which live with the highest frequency in block’s 
apartments (54.8% from the total of this category and 45.0% life in an 
individual dwelling). Between the big households (3 and more adults with 
children) we can ﬁ  nd the highest weight of households living in individual 
dwelling: almost 3 quarter of these households.
The structure of households with children by type of dwelling,
By type of households, in 2009
Figure 4
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  The existence of bath/ shower and toilet inside the dwelling, as 
representative elements of comfort and quality of housing, are a reality for 
60% of households, a weight which can be considerate as unsatisfactory.
  On the total households, in 2009, a bigger share was recorded for 
the households having children, comparing with the national ﬁ  gure for the 
households having bath/ shower inside dwelling (63.7% from the households 
with children). This positive situation, although still unsatisfactory from 
the ﬁ  gure’s point of view, is present in the rural area too: 28.1% from the 
households with children from rural area had bath inside dwelling, compared 
with 17.9% from the households without children. 
  Another criterion for a decent housing is represented by the existence 
of the toilet inside dwelling. The big households, with 2 adults with 3 or more 
children are the most affected (only 38.6% of them had this facility absolutely 
necessary for a decent housing.
  Taking into account the households’ opinion, a quarter of them had 
one or more serious problems related to the dwelling. The most frequent 
problems which affect the quality of housing are deteriorated walls or windows 
(70.3% from the total number of households having dwelling problems) and 
damp walls, ﬂ  oors or foundation (50.3%). One third of households having at 
least one dwelling problem have not enough light.
Economic and ﬁ  nancial analysisRomanian Statistical Review nr. 9 / 2010
The weight of households by the dwelling deﬁ  ciencies,
by households type, in 2009
Table 9
- percentage -
Households 
with 
dwelling 
deﬁ  ciencies 
Dwelling deﬁ  ciencies 1
Households 
without 
dwelling 
deﬁ  ciencies 
not 
enough 
light
leaking 
roofs or 
walls
damp walls, 
ﬂ  oors or 
foundation
root in 
windows 
Total households 24.6 32.3 34.5 50.3 70.3 75.4
Type of household
Households without 
dependent children
25.1 28.0 32.9 49.2 74.0 74.9
Households with 
dependent children, 
from which:
23.9 38.2 36.9 52.0 65.3 76.0
- single parent 33.9 34.1 36.3 55.9 72.9 66.1
- 2 adults with one 
child
17.2 40.0 36.5 46.1 59.4 82.8
- 2 adults with 2 
children
18.4 40.9 42.2 50.3 66.0 81.6
- 2 adults with 3 and 
more children
40.4 62.7 39.1 45.7 66.1 59.6
- other households 
with children
27.8 30.1 34.4 56.5 66.2 72.1
  Source:NIS,Quality of life survey  (ACAV)
  1.  multiple answers
 
  Between different categories of households with children (especially 
between households with 2 adults and 3 or more children – two ﬁ  fth of them 
and single parents – one third of them) it was recorded a higher share of 
households having problems, compared with other categories.
  If the number of households having dwelling’ problems is around equal 
for households with or without children, when we look at the each problem, the 
numbers are little different. The households with children were more affected 
by the lack of enough light in dwelling (38.2% from the households with at 
least one dwelling problem having children, compared with 28.0% in the case 
of households without children). This deﬁ  ciency became critical in the case 
of households with 2 adults with 3 or more children which represented 62.7% 
from the total number of households with at least one dwelling problem from 
this type of household. Between single parents with dwelling deﬁ  ciencies, 
almost three quarters had root in windows.
 
xxxRevista Română de Statistică nr. 9 / 2010
Conclusion
  The family environment in which the children are raised, the 
conditions offered by the family is determined by de economical, social and 
demographical characteristics of the family of which they belong.
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